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Abstract: Animal husbandry is playing a key role in the socio- economic upliftment of the
rural poor since ages. The production potential depends mostly on the management practices
under which the animals are reared. Proper breeding practices followed by the farmers will
directly reflect on the overall production from the animals. This investigation was carried out
to record the breeding managemental practices adopted by the dairy farmers in the selected
four mandals of Sri Satya Sai district of Andhra Pradesh. The results indicated that majority
of the respondents have utilized the subsidised schemes and Avrtificial insemination, treatment
services from the veterinary hospitals, visiting veterinary hospitals for pregnancy diagnosis,
getting treatment for anoestrum cattle and reported that majority of cattle calved in rainy
season. But they were lagging behind in utilizing some departmental schemes like chaff
cutters, milch animal supply and credit facilities. So intervention in these areas will improve
the overall economic status of the farmers.
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Introduction

Animal Husbandry activities are considered as major and subsidiary income sources by
majority of the rural population in sustaining their economic status and providing additional
gainful employment throughout the year. Knowledge of the contemporary issues and their
handling procedures is essential to gain more benefit from this sector. Each component of
management interacts either independently or in combination to affect the productivity of the
livestock. Reproductive management is mostly ignored in the Indian dairy farms. However,
better reproductive management facilities are decisive in enhancing the efficiency,
sustainability and profitability of the dairy farm.

Methodology:

This research was conducted in Sri Satya Sai District of Andhra Pradesh. A total of 300 milk
producers were selected from Four mandals namely Gandlapenta, Talupula, Nallamada and
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NP Kunta (covering 20 villages) in the district. About 159 buffaloes and 1662 cattle were
recorded in the study area. Primary data were collected from the respondents through a
structured interview schedule developed and pretested for the study. The data collected was
analyzed and presented mandal wise in percentages. Chi-square test was performed to find
out the significance among the studied mandals.

Results & Discussion:

The data from Table 1 indicates that majority of the respondents belong to The middle age
(59.75%), General category (56.75%), Having Primary education (48.25%), with Mixed
farming of Agriculture along with Dairy (93.75%), have small land holding of 2.5 to 5 acres
(50%)and possess small herd size of up to 4 animals (41.5%).Table 2 indicates that almost 98
percent of the respondents utilized the Artificial insemination, treatment services from the
veterinary hospitals and utilized the subsidized schemes to 95 percent except chaff cutters
and are lagging behind in utilizing the credit facilities from the banks with 4.75
percent.Similar results were observed by Rangammaet al. (2017), Ram et al. (2018),
Satyanarayana (2018) and Kumariet al. (2022).

The data from table 3 indicates that 98.75 percent of the respondents are detecting the
heat by estrous signs, 96.50 percent taking their cattle for Pregnancy Diagnosis by veterinary
doctors, 56.25 percent reported rainy season as calving season followed by winter and 94.25
percent adopted regular treatment methods for anoestrum or repeat breeding. The chi-square
value for all the breeding parameters showed that there was no significant (p>0.05) difference
between the four mandals in the study area. Similar results were observed by Rangammaet al.
(2016), Sabaparaet al. (2016), Sachanet al. (2016), Satyanarayana (2018). Meskiniet al.
(2021).

Table 1: Socio Economic status of the farmers

Gandlapenta | Talupula | Nallamada | NP Kunta | Overall
S.No Category (N=75) (N=75) (N=75) (N=75) (N=300)
% % % % %
1. Age
1 | Young age (upto 1 0 3 0 1.00
30 years)
2 | Middle age (31- 58 60 65 56 59.75
55 years)
3 | Old age (above 41 40 32 44 39.25
55 years)

2. Caste
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1 | Scheduled caste 41 0 16 25 20.50
2 | Scheduled tribe 0 0 0 0 0
3 | Backward caste 21 30 24 16 22.75
4 | General 38 70 60 59 56.75
3. Education status
1 | lliterate 20 15 21 11 16.75
2 | Primary 55 33 53 52 48.25
3 | High School 25 47 22 37 32.75
4 | College 0 5 4 0 2.25
4, farming system
1 Only Dairy 13 4 7 1 6.25
2 Agriculture 87 9 93 99 93.75
&Dairying
5. land holding
1 | Landless 13 4 5 4 6.50
o | Marginal (upto 51 15 33 12 27.75
2.5 acre)
3 | Small (2.5-5 acre) 33 55 56 56 50.00
4 | Medium (5-10 3 26 6 28 15.75
acre)
5 Large (above 10 0 0 0 0 0.0
acre)
6. Herd size
y | Small (upto -4 37 48 56 25 4150
animals)
o | Medium (5-7 28 39 15 15 24.25
animals)
3 | Large (>7 35 13 29 60 34.25
animals)
Table 2: Utilization of technical services and inputs by the respondents
Gandlapent NP
SN Technical a Tallipula Nalla_mada Kunta O\ierall
) _ (N=75) (N=75) _ (N=300)
0. Service/lnput (N=75) (N=75)
% % %
% %
1 Acrtificial Availed 100 97 96 99 98
inseminatio
n Not 0 3 4 1 2
availed
2 Treatment | Availed 97 99 100 99 98.75
for Not 3 1 0 1 1.25
infertility availed
3 Treatment | Availed 99 100 96 97 98
for sick | Not 1 0 4 3 2
animals availed
4 Subsidised | Availed 96 99 93 96 96
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fodder Not 4 1 7 4 4
seeds/slips | availed

5 Subsidised | Availed 95 93 99 95 95.50
concentrate | Not 5 7 1 5 450
feed availed

6 Subsidised | Availed 95 96 93 95 94.75
mineral Not 5 4 7 5 5.25
mixture availed

7 Subsidised | Availed 17 7 11 8 10.75
chaff Not 83 93 89 92 89.25
cutters availed

8 Subsidised | Availed 99 100 97 96 98
cattle Not 1 0 3 4 2
insurance availed

9 Supply of | Availed 1 3 1 3 2
milch Not 99 97 99 97 98
animals availed

10 Credit Availed 5 4 3 7 4.75
facility Not 95 96 97 93 95.25
from bank | availed

Table 3: Breeding management practices adopted
Gandlapen | Talupu | Nallama NP Over
all
S Breeding practices ta la da Kunta (N=3 2
No (N=75) (N=75) | (N=75) | (N=75) 00) X
% % % %
%
Estrous
1 dmel;ﬁgtn ) symptoms 99 100 99 97 98.75 3.848
Y Bulls 1 0 1 3 1.25
Time of Early to mid-
breeding of | heat 0 0 . . 0.50
2 dairy AM-PM 2.010
animals method 100 100 99 99 99.50
Natural
Method of | service 1 3 1 0 1.25
3 breeding | Artificial 3.848
i T 99 97 99 100 98.75
insemination
Post-partum | 3-5 months 97 99 96 97 97.25
4 service After 5 1.776
period months 3 . 4 3 2.75
5 Pregnancy | Adopted 96 99 96 95 96.50 2 665
diagnosis | Not adopted 4 1 4 5 3.50 '
6 Season of | Rainy 63 56 54 52 56.25 10.886
calving Winter 32 44 43 47 41.50 '
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Summer 5 0 3 1 2.25
Treatment of | Adopted 93 96 95 93 94.25
anoestrous/r 1.246
epeaters Not adopted 7 4 5 7 5.75
Conclusion

It was found that artificial insemination facility, treatment for infertility, treatment for sick
animals, subsidized fodder seeds/slips, concentrate feed, cattle insurance and subsidized
mineral mixture were availed by almost all the respondents. Whereas, other technical services
like subsidized chaff cutters, supply of milch animals, credit facility from bank were not
availed by many of the respondents in the study area. Majority of the respondents were
following better breeding management technics like heat detection, AM-PM method of
breeding, pregnancy diagnosis by doctor. In the study area it is recommended to organize
regular training programmes to sensitize farmers on the advantages and utilization of chaff
cutters, different credit sources and all other departmental schemes regularly.
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